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30 July 2020  

Committee Secretary Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee  

Parliament House George Street Brisbane Qld 4000 

RE: Support of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peak and Stakeholders 

in response to Child Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill   

Dear Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee,   

As signatories to Family Matters, Australia’s national campaign to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children and young people grow up safe and cared for in family, community and culture, and 

the leaders of this campaign in Queensland, we are writing to express our united support for the 

submission of the Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak (QATSICPP) 

and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders and stakeholders. 

We join with QATSICPP in calling for removal of adoption as an option for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children, except as it relates to traditional Torres Strait Islander adoption practices. We call on 

government to uphold their commitment in legislation to implementing in full the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Child Placement Principle (ATSICPP).  The ATSICPP is primarily focused on ensuring that 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are supported to grow up safely in the care of their family, 

community and culture, which is the primary focus of the Our Way Strategy. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families have repeatedly experienced the negative 

impacts of departments not meeting their obligations to actions outlined within legislation, policy and 

procedure. Our annual Family Matters Reports provide evidence of this in every state and territory.  

We therefore support the call by QATSICPP and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leadership 

that additional safeguards are required to ensure that any legislative and policy changes focused on 

improving stability and permanency for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, are primarily 

accountable to upholding their cultural rights and identity as a priority. 

We agree with QATSICPP and partners that: 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and organisations must be resourced and 

supported to establish and manage high-quality care and protection-related services, and to 

make decisions regarding the care and protection of children and young people in their own 

communities.  

• That independent accountability measures should be introduced to ensure the Department of 

Child Safety, Youth and Women is responsible for active efforts in the implementation of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle. 

On behalf of the Queensland Family Matters leadership group,   

                    
Michael Currie       Rachel Atkinson 
Queensland Family Matters Co-Chair    Queensland Family Matters Co-Chair  

https://www.qatsicpp.com.au/
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/bill.first/bill-2019-021
https://www.snaicc.org.au/understanding-applying-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-child-placement-principle/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/understanding-applying-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-child-placement-principle/
https://www.communities.qld.gov.au/resources/campaign/supporting-families/our-way.pdf
https://www.familymatters.org.au/the-family-matters-report-2019/
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Paul Testro,                          Lois Haywood,         
Consultancy Services         Cairns member of        
                                               Family Matters Qld  

             
 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

    
 

  

 


